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TheNational

Maysoon Zayid: Comic with can-do calibre

Arab stand-up and disabled-rights activist Maysoon Zayid is set to inspire in Abu Dhabi this week

September 12, 2017
Updsted: September 13, 2017 12:57 PM

[: Ann Marie McQueen

Palestinian-American comic Maysoon Zayid at NYU Abu Dhabi on Saadiyat island in Abu Dhabi on September 11, 2017. Christopher Pike / The National

Maysoon Zayid has already taught two guest lectures, given a half-hour interview and been briefly trapped in New York
University Abu Dhabi’'s underground parking garage by the time early evening roils around. With her make-up washed off and
hair up, she is wearing a T-shirt with the slogan “Angry Crip” and is ready to get down to business in the stand-up workshop
she is leading Monday night, yalla-ing one of a half-dozen tentative, wannabe comics on stage.

“Come cn. Come on. We only have three hours,” she says. “Unless you are disabled, then I'm sorry”
Zayid, a New Jersey-born Palestinian comic, activist, writer and actress, is a force to be reckoned with.

She has earned more than 14 million views for her top-rated 2014 Ted Talk /'ve Got 99 Problems... Palsy is Just One.As part of
her work promoting Arab comics, she launched the successful New York Arab-American Comedy Festival, with Dean
Obeidallah, now in its 14th year. She regularly headlines comedy tours in the US, tours internationally and is in Abu Dhabi to
perform two shows for the public at NYUAD on Wednesday and Thursday, and a third show at Ajman University on Friday, a
partnership between the two universities.
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As an actress, comedian, disability advocate and writer, Maysoon Zayid appears to
embody many values of NYU Abu Dhabi’s liberal arts education. She has also
managed to merge these skills and interests together into a stand-up comedy
performance. Zayid performed at NYUAD'’s Red Theater, first in Arabic on Sept. 13
and then in English on the following day. Her activities in the UAE were not
constrained to the Arts Center — Zayed also visited Ajman University and gave a
talk at the NYUAD Institute on Sept.12, dubbed Laughing at Life.

Zayid also visited two Core Curriculum classes on campus, Words and Laughter.
These course names happen to be fitting descriptions of what Zayid does as a
comedian. In Laughter, students asked Zayid about her craft and how her
childhood and early adulthood led her to pursue her present-day career. Her

enthusiasm and confidence for comedy were mostly sparked by her father’s

words of encouragement as well as feedback she received during her studies at
Arizona State University, encouraging her to believe in her ability to make other
people laugh.

The writing process, however, is not an easy one, Zayid said. It took daily
persistence and dedication for her to write her ideas down and turn reflections

nn her lived evneriencec intn crnnfent that ic readyw far the etace When nne nf the
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Emarati girl fires up session with sustainable idea

i Sriss | Sersd o Frie

DILUBAT: From the wallflowsr to the wohsnibess
o, this is the story of an Emarad universicy
soudernt who tock the courage oo remow= all dhe
barriers from within her and ser up a project fosr
the furure gensration on sust=inabicy,

Her name is Sarah Al Sadi, a s=nior Sociology and
Social Work student at Ajfman Universicog.

L=t yas=rs, she was among the 35 forbunate yowsg
wworman — locsls snd expatristes from ages 18 o 25 in the UAE — selectad by the Emdrates MBD and
the= Promise of a Gensration [PIOSG—as participants of the "7 Daughsers of thee Emirates Class of
2017" fubwre: lesder=s mentorship-oeireng programme.

E=smablishe=d in 2008, FOAGE is “the accidernt=f mai= of plathorm for discussion amd scmon wwhich
fadlitates a candid sochang= of ideas, experences and conosms in order oo fulfil the promiss of our
gsnersbon o improve our vworld,™

The Guilif Today meaet Al Sadi on Thursday throwsgh ber meantos. socoountaant Faizae Khan, =2nd on the
sidalines of the "UME Vision Dialogoe=" that wasloomed the "Class 20187 of the Emeranes MBD-POWG
cofaboradon.

Early an. Efan had shared with this reporoer bowe sucoinct the staternmant of banlc cemor exeocutiee vice
president Group chisef gensral counsel Lubna Qassim was o encouraegng ewerpoese in the audiencs
about making the bold moare of acding woon an ides "becouse who else will and iF oz noes, wibean™
The ascoountane who is among the weiuneer menoors for the second time i 3 row this year admsmeed
shee sl=zo was struck by the vievepoint of Qascim and first Emeran parkour adhlete Amal Maaad abosss
weikking the wnlkrwowen padhs and thenkdng owr of the bos.

For Khan,. among her mentess thar exchibit thoss charactes oaits was Al Sadi wihorm she had obsarved
was drmid, e asfoer & lomg while becsrmes the Team Tags leader,

I got scared. I bereme afraid. Everpthing swves i English 2nd T wees ot able 0o communacats. The
cla==es wemre frorm Sam o Bpem,™ Al Sadi =aid.

"It tood Sme for me o loosen wps” she added.

Khan reccunted thet = lull snsusd &fter =2 barmmags of discussons on what visble, feasibl=s =nd
community pooject the tearm would pursee,

Than, dhe haesitant Al Sadi carme up with = idea that was ot midally Eken by the group. Untl ons
srgnified scupport 2nd the project began rodling.

Th= project became = one—day seminar on solar power and elecoriciny conservation with the assistancoe
from the Dubail Electricity and Water SAusthority with the young as the partcipants.

Al Sadi carme= up with the idea, which she fouwund o be in line widh the UAE eadership wishon o
oonsaryation amnd sustainabiliog.

Sh= balieves coming wn with the project for the grade schoclers and with a government entity = ans
affermive way of imbibing among dhe yousth boeer 1o beoome recponsible adules.

“You knowr wehess they (the children} =re given the ides thar they are the heroes when they do
sormerhing good for everybody. I beliewe that helps them become recsponsible peopie while I alsa leam

http://www.gulftoday.ae/portal/Obadbe21-5665-4054-b52a-e2b7e77db6el.aspx
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New media apprenticeship for Emirati youngsters

‘WamiAbu Dhasoi
Fited an deguer 26 2077

The UAE Media Apprenticeship Programme will support young Emirati graduates with degrees in
traditional and new media specialisations

In lime with the 2018 as the Year of Zayed' - 85 decresd by the President. His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Mahyan - the Education Affairs Office at the Crown Prince Court of Abu Dhabi on Saturday announced the launch of
the UAE Media Apprenticeship Programme (LWAEMAP] to support young Emirati graduates with degrees in treditional
and new media specialisations.

The programme will secure job training opportunities for candidates within some of the world's leading media
organisations operating in the LUAE.

UAEMAP is collaborating with leading national and internatbonal univer sities offering media-based specialisations, to
hand-pick their best graduates. The candidates, selected by an Education Affairs Office committee, will be provided
with internships and on-the-job training.

The acaedemic partners of the programme include Abu Dhabi University, Zayed University, UAE University, Mew York
University Abu Dhabi, American University in Dubai, American University of Sharjah, American University in the
Emirates, and Ajman University.

UAEMAP has tied up with ower 15 prominent media organisations in pulblishimg, advertising, PR, TV production and
new media. Some of these include Newsweek ME. Al Arabiya, Hilk-Knowlton Strategies, Publicis Group. BPG Group, Al
Ahram newspaper, Bloomberg, Nomad, and Carma.

The initiative celebrates the legacy and values of the founding father of the UAE. the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan, who focused on boosting national talent and empowering the UAE's youth with skills and expertise on par
with global standards to make them key contributors of a happy and knowledgeable society.

Mohamed Khalifa A1 Nuaimi, director of the Education Affairs Office, said: "With global expertise and the will to
acquire knowledge, they will cccupy their rightful places in driving the economy and advancing scientific and
technological know-how” he edded. The relationships with private media organisations for this programme would
enhance their role in strengthening the status of the UAE regionally and globally, Al Nuaimi noted.

The Education Affairs Office iz keen on strengthening public-private partnerships throwgh training programmes for
the UAE youth fior dynamic future workplaces, mot only in media but other fields as well.

UAEMAP also realises the wise UAE leadership's vision of building an empowered and enlightened generation of
Emiratiz to meet the Mational Agenda and future strategies. Those wizhing to apply for the media apprenticeship can
visit the programme website. They must be aged 26 or below, and bachelor's or master's degree holders from
accredited local or international universities.

Molls are being signed with partnering media organisations on the number of candidates they intend to employ, the
mwonthly stipend the apprentices will receive, and their employment duration (from six months to one year). After the
contract expires, the onganisation is free to employ the apprentices permanently.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/news/education/new-media-apprenticeship-for-emirati-youngsters
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LIAE MEDLA APPRENTIODEGEIF PROGRAMMBE

Sat 26-0E-2017 12:52 P
Education Affairs Office at Abu Dhabi Crown Prince's Court launches "ILIAE
Media Apprenticeship Programme’

ASBEL FHAEL 26t Aaguwst 20077 WARD — 1o lime with the LIAE Presidant His Highness Shedkh Hhalifa
b Zayed &f Mabhwan's declaration of 2018 a= the Year of Zayed. the Education 8ffgirs OFffice at the
Crowe n BPrmce Court of Abu Ohabks today snnounced the @onch of the UARE Meda Aporenticeship
Programme, UAERMAP, which aims 1o support wounsg Emirets graduates withvdegrees in Tadbtionz| and
mEw misdia specialEsations

Complermenting their educational guslifications and enhanomg their capabifities, The programma waill
secure jof treming ocpoostunities for candidates withm some af the workd's feading media
mrEanisstons ocperating m the USE

The mitiatue celefirates the legacy and values of the foundmg fathar of the UAE, the late Shessh
Zayed bin Suitan 8] Mabwyan, weho highbghied the smportance of bocstng nation=! =lent and
ermpowering the LA Es wouwrth weitheskills and expertise on par with globhal stancands to enabie them o
b=cames kew cantmbutors .1 sheEping 2 happy and knowledg=sable =ociety.

The Educstion Affairs Office at thie Crowen Prinece CTawrt of Abw Dhabi & een to continue s efforts im
strengthemnne pubic-pgrivate partnerships throwgh desenme training. programrmees. Fos e UAE yowsth,
ok only in medis but othes fields a5 weall that require dose and continuous coop=r=bion with privats
sector msttnrbticos m the LOE

LAERSF is coffaborstng with l2ading nagonal and mteenstionsl unresrsities offerimg medis-has=d
sp=cialisatons, o hand-pick their bast gracuate s, wha will then jom Bhe pregramsme. The canf@dabes,
sefecied oy a0 Educeton &fFars Office commuti=e, will o= prowvicec with internships and on-the-job
tramimg. The arademc partmers of the proprammee ircduds Sbha OFabs Unreersshy, Tasred Unbeersity,
LAE Universioy, Mew York Universste &bu Dhabi, Amearican Universmy & Dubal, Armearican Univesssty of
Sharpah, Amencan Unssarsity inthe Bmirates, and Spman Universitg

The grogramme = jairdng hands with mare than 15 prominent meda organisations in fizlds rangng
Frosm pubfishing o aduertr=ng, public relatons, TW preductan saad new meda. Some of these sndude
Meiwsweek WME. 88 Arabiva. Hill=Know?tan Strategies, Pubdicis Group, BPG Goug, & Bhram
mEwspapan, Bloomberg, Momad, snd Carma

Cammenting on the launch. Mohamed Hkalifa Al Muaimi, Director af tha Edocaibon A4fF=irs Office =t
thes2 Crossen Prmce Court af Aba Dhabs, =3id that bhis offce = delighted S0 start the programms sefrich
willl articulstes the lats Sheikh Zayed s vimon 9o buidd an empowerad and enfightensd generatiocn of
Emirats "Wihith global expartise ared the will to acquine bncwledga, thay will ocoupy their nghtiul
pacss indronag the-soonomy and sceanceng soe=nthic 2nd technalogical knowr-bowa” e added

The raelabonships est@ablished with media msotutions in the pracate sector through the programme
erfmEnce the male of the medi= : strengthemng the status of The UAE regionalile arnd gloDalby, Al
Fle=simi contimuged

http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302629224
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UAEMAP is collaborating with 15 local and international universities which offer media specialisations to hand-pick their best
graduates who will then join the programme.

The candidates — who must be no older than 26 and must hold a bachelor's degree or a master's degree from an accredited
local or international university — will be selected by a specialised committee from the Education Affairs Office and provided
internships and on-the-job training.

Academic partners of the programme include Abu Dhabi University, Zayed University, UAE University, New York University
Abu Dhabi, American University in Dubai, American University of Sharjah, American University in the Emirates, and Ajman
University.

“The programme will articulate the late Sheikh Zayed's vision to build an empowered and enlightened generation of Emiratis.
With global expertise and the will to acquire knowledge, they will occupy their rightful places in driving the economy and
advancing scientific and technological know-how;' said Mohammed Al Nuaimi, Director of the Education Affairs Office at the
Crown Prince Court of Abu Dhabi.

He said agreements were under way to determine the number of candidates partnering media organisations intend to employ,
the monthly stipend the apprentices will receive as well as the duration of their employment, which will range between 6
months to a year. The organisation will be free to employ the apprentices permanently once the contract expires.

Mr Al Nuaimi said the Education Affairs Office will closely monitor the performance of each selected candidate and employers
will submit quarterly reports that will detail the apprentices’ productivity throughout their employment.

Dr Sultan Al Jaber, Minister of State and Chairman of the National Media Council, said the apprenticeship would contribute
towards efforts in building a well-informed and educated generation who recognise that media constitutes a key pillar of
building and sustainable development.

“We hope this programme would consoclidate and deepen our national, authentic principles and values and qualify national
professionals who can deliver our message of moderation, centrism and tolerance to the international level," he said.

"We call for a public-private partnership that works to expand the base of media training activities provided to Emirati youth
and to concentrate on applied fields so as to prepare well-trained, experienced and knowledgeable media professionals who
practice media activities with high professionalism."

Candidates can apply to the apprenticeship on the UAEMAP website.

https://www.thenational.ae/uae/new-apprenticeship-programme-offers-emirati-graduates-media-

training-at-international-companies-1.622943
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Al Hosn University students offered options to transfer _4“
without penalty SHARES

[ Fosow NEEETRETTS

Abu Dhabi, UAE: Al Hosn University students in Abu Dhabi have been given the chance to continue
their studies at other universities after the Ministry of Education sanctioned the school for failing to
meet standards.

The MOE said it brokered an agreement with Abu Dhabi University and Al Ain University for Science
and Technology to facilitate the transfer equivalencies of students from Al Hosn University.

The ministry also reached out to the American University of Dubai, the Canadian University of Dubai,
Ajman University and the University of Sharjah to offer Al Hosn students the option to transfer
within certain majors without prejudicing their past earned credits.

Last year, Al Hosn University was one of three universities — including the University of Jazeera and
University of Modern Sciences in Dubai — barred from enrolling new students for the upcoming
academic year for failing to meet the required accreditation standards of the Ministry of Higher
Education. Existing students were permitted to continue studying at the university until they
graduated. Despite the sanctions, the MOE said it would recognise the degrees issues by Al Hosn
University to its current students.

https://www.edarabia.com/al-hosn-university-students-offered-options-transfer-without-penalty/
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Al Hosn University students offered options to transfer without penalty

The Abu Dhabi-based university was barred by the MOE from enrolling new students

‘ The National
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Al Hosn University students in Abu Dhabi have been given the chance to continue their studies at other universities after the

Ministry of Education sanctioned the school for failing to meet standards. The bold line

. . R . . i . i between inform|
The MOE said it brokered an agreement with Abu Dhabi University and Al Ain University for Science and Technology to and knowledge

facilitate the transfer equivalencies of students from Al Hosn University.

The ministry also reached out to the American University of Dubai, the Canadian University of Dubai, Ajman University and the
University of Sharjah to offer Al Hosn students the option to transfer within certain majors without prejudicing their past [‘
h

earned credits. The

National
The Middle East. Expl:

Last year, Al Hosn University was one of three universities — including the University of Jazeera and University of Modern
Sciences in Dubai — barred from enrolling new students for the upcoming academic year for failing to meet the required
accreditation standards of the Ministry of Higher Education. Existing students were permitted to continue studying at the
university until they graduated. Despite the sanctions, the MOE said it would recognise the degrees issues by Al Hosn
University to its current students.

https://www.thenational.ae/uae/al-hosn-university-students-offered-options-to-transfer-without-
penalty-1.630372
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