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Written by
Yara Dakkak 
 

Photography �
Creativity and passion for art are not unlikely features in 
Interior Design Students. However, this student has 
come a long way in such a short time and  managed to 
set up creating a booming business out of her interests. 
Khawla Mohammad, a student of Interior Design, 
decided, one day, to turn her love for photography, a 
simple hobby, into a growing side career where she can 
express her ambition and strong will. 

Currently, she gets job offers from all �elds of art and 
design. Her customers want their work to be 
immortalized. She does photoshoots for makeup artists 
– displaying the work of their hands in the best light 
possible and even large-scale photoshoots at 
exhibitions and galleries for fashion industries where 
she is required to take pictures of the models and the 
clothes on display. 

When asked about  her  biggest ambition in life, she 
said: ‘‘My current biggest ambition is to have an impact 
or put my touch, you may say, in the world of Art and 
Design, speci�cally by showcasing the Emirati culture 
and heritage through a modern lens. I want the world to  
explore the rich Emirati heritage with a twist.’’
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Videography��
Four years ago, Elena Velikorodnykh wouldn’t have 
expected she’d be having her own photography and 
videography business while she’s pursuing her Interior  
Design dreams. Photography has always been a major 
interest of hers, and a fave hobby, since she got her �rst 
camera in grade  6. Though her �rst camera was of a 
poor quality, it  captivated her. On her high school 
graduation day, she received a semi-professional 
Canon camera, however,  it still wasn’t good enough for 
her to pursue her dream in photography. This 
motivated her to start doing photoshoots for free �rst 
and then started accepting payments  so she can save 
up and buy a professional camera. 

That’s how it all started, She started getting more and 
more customers. She received a job request once for a 
restaurant demo video, and never imagined  she’d be 
working on videos more than photos. She’s  been 
receiving multiple requests to design demo videos for 
all sorts of companies and establishments  ever since 
she sees  this work as her  hobby and a side job  while 
pursuing her main career in Interior  Design. 

We asked her to describe her biggest ambition in life, 
and this is what she said: ‘‘for the future, I’m planning to 
work on with one of my AU professors. I eager  for a long 
career in Interior Design where can create something 
that would leave a mark in the Design World.’’

Written by
Yara Dakkak
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AU Student Hub construction started by mid 2017 and 
ended by January 2019 with continuous supervision of our 
beloved chancellor and other faculty members. This Hub 
was grandly inaugurated on February 18 with lots of 
celebrations and excitement.

His Highness Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid Al Nuaimi, Supreme 
Council Member and Ruler of Ajman and Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of Ajman University  was invited as the chief 
guest to inaugurate the  splendid landmark.

Talking about the facilities it provides, my head stands high 
recognizing myself as a product of Ajman University. The 
Student Hub is �lled with open spaces for students to relax 
and chat  during leisure, stunning and comfortable furniture, 
peacefully enclosed study rooms, well-organized of�ces, an 
amazing library �lled with racks of nifty books, a luxurious 
café, and food stalls. I would say it is a complete package of 
grandeur. 

If ever I was asked what impressed me the most about the 
Student Hub, my answer would be the private spaces it 
provides. The �rst and foremost thing that attracted my eyes 
was its open spaces that allow the students to sit and chill 
between their hectic schedules. This conveys that the 
university is not only a place to learn and get a degree but 
also to socialize, which is a very important need in the era of 
technology.

I spoke to some of my colleagues about the AU Student Hub 
and was amazed with their responses. “It is really a place 
where I �nd whatever I need in the university” said one 
student with a bright smile. This re�ects how the students are 
satis�ed and overwhelmed with this grand piece of luxury.

Written by
Minha Syed 
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The function, themed “a head start to an inspiring 
career”, was mainly set up for the development in 
career �eld. The event was not only targeting the 
students and alumni of Ajman University, but also any 
ambitious applicant looking for a job.

More than 50 public and private companies 
participated in this annual career fair. This event was a 
perfect place not only for graduates but also for anyone 
looking for a job with a variety of options available for 
grab.

Emirati and foreign students and graduates from 
different majors were invited to meet with recruiters 
from several institutions so that they could grab the 
employment and training opportunities available.

Specialized training workshops about CV writing, 
time management and others were also conducted 
on the side lines of the career fair which gave 
necessary guidelines about job hunt and things to 
do before one starts looking for a job. 

Aspirant applicants sat with the recruiters for job 
interviews in separate halls during the fair. The 
event was very well organized. As a graduate 
student, I found it a great opportunity that helped 
me develop necessary skills after graduation. 

The Ministry of Human Resources and Emiratization 
was a strategic partner of the Career Fair 2019, 
while the United Arab Bank was the silver sponsor 
of the same. To conclude, I would like to thank 
Ajman University for organizing such events for 
students to help us achieve our dreams and
“MAKE IT HAPPEN”. 

Career Fair
����������

Written by
Saba Tabassum 
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The female student residence also offers social and 
administrative supervision throughout the day, along 
with shuttle buses  between the accommodation and 
the  camous security services, medical services, group 
trips for shopping and other activities, free WIFI, free 
water and electricity in the rooms  and a gym hall. These 
are meant to ensure them an enjoyable stay and a 
healthy environment for their academic achievement.

Ajman University offers students a variety of options for 
a wonderful campus life, from single bedrooms to triple 
bedrooms. AU campus is known for its luxurious 
premises. This modern building consists of six �oors 
and each �oor has two study rooms that are private, 
quiet, and noise-free to boost students’ productivity.

There are also special reading rooms decorated with 
colors to relieve stress and help students relax. We do 
care about students’ happiness, so we offer cinema 
rooms where they can watch the latest movies with all 
their friends making the students feel home.

Campus life is all about family, making lifelong friends in 
a safe and happy environment, and being afforded the 
perfect settings to excel in studies. Making our students 
active is the main goal of Ajman University as there is the 
"Networking event" at the beginning of every year to 
welcome our beloved students.

Female Student
Residence
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We hold a warm meeting to introduce them to their 
peers from across the campus and to inform them of 
everything they need to know. We encourage our 
students to participate in all kinds of events and 
activities such as the "International Mother’s Day 
2019", where the students send messages to their 
moms via social media and phone calls expressing their 
feelings and love. "You are a supervisor" campaign 
launched by the Student Housing Of�ce aimed to 
activate the role of students in housing and help them 
communicate and recognize the role of supervisors.

“You_Safety_Happiness” campaign is all about "You", 
describing the character of  the students in housing, 
their communication with their peers in the common 
room, and their cooperation. “Security" helps make 
students feel secure and  teach them how to better 
collaborate and connect with their roommates and 
neighbors on campus , while "Happiness" motivates 
all female students to participate in activities to create 
harmony.

An awareness lecture on “Healthy food, healthy 
future" was held in coordination with Dr Nutrition to 
encourage students to have healthy food and lead a 
healthy life. This helps  them to be stronger and 
perform well in all aspects of life, spanning academic 
excellence and sporting achievements. 

Organizing "Sports day" sports events provides 
recreation for female students, raises their physical 
�tness and boosts their friendship bonds.”Read to 
you" campaign serves as a perfect platform for 
students to exchange ideas and reading sending up in 
the development of their awareness. We also organize  
lots of entertaining trips around the UAE. We know 
home is home and no one can take the place of home 
but you can always make a new family.

Written by
Meera Abbad
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After completing my Masters in Genetics from Ajman 
University, I worked as a Sales Promotion Of�cer where 
I learned about my deep hidden marketing skills. I went 
to the United States for obtaining a PhD in Genetics, 
but switched to business on the advice of my father; 
(Goodbye to Genetics); I chose marketing as major 
based on my experience as an SPO. A new journey 
began, and then I never looked back. I supported 100% 
of my studies by myself and I mean 100%.

I worked in my own university as a research assistant, 
electrician, plumber and janitor and luckily once 
awarded as janitor of the week. I used to mop the same 
classrooms at night where I sat as a student in the 
morning. I still remember when some instructors used 
to write too much on the white board I used to sweat 
much as I had to clean the same board at night. 

One important point I must mention here why I come to 
teaching is because of my teaching adjunct position in 
City University of New York, there I truly learned about 
my secret communication power and interpersonal 
skills and learned that I am not a bad instructor. 

Marketing and struggle taught me to consider 
customer as a human rather a dot on the corporate 
graphs. My �eld and my profession contributed a lot to 
what I am today , Alhamdulillah. I  better stop otherwise 
the con�dential stuff may seep in. I strongly believe that 
one never stops learning.

People of AU
All’s well that ends well
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Written by
Maryam Dauda Sani
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I was that one person who would never express my 
feelings and love for the people in my life because I 
believed it was all a cliché. When I was in Grade-8, a new 
student joined my class. She eventually became my 
best friend. She would always be like “Fathima, I love 
you” but I never ever told her how much she meant to 
me. Time �ew by and we were in the 10th grade.

Our board exams were going on. After one of our 
exams, we decided to go out and have an ice cream. It 
was raining very heavily that day. Both of us loved going 
out to have ice cream every time it rained. We went to 
the next street where the ice cream man was always 
there. I told her to wait on the other side of the road until 
I bought the ice cream. Meanwhile, she got a call on  
from her mom. She was so deep in conversation that 
she didn’t see a car coming towards her. 

The next  thing I can never forget I saw her on 
motionless on the ground. It was a moment where you 
just don’t know what to do. It was a remote area in 
Bangalore, India. By the time the ambulance arrived, it 
was too late. She never opened her eyes again. I 
blamed myself for a very long time. I held myself 
responsible for it. What I regretted the most was not 
being able to express my love towards her. I never told 
her how important she was to me or how much her 
friendship meant to me. Eventually, I fell into deep 
depression for three long years. Everyone tried to help 
me forget this tragic mishap, but I had recurrent 
�ashbacks of that horrendous day. It left me behind with 
a lesson that I would have never learned otherwise.

It taught me how to always express my love and 
appreciation no one knows the people around. I 
discovered that we never know when death might 
come knocking to take away the people who mean the 
world for us. I learned not to blame myself for the things 
I had no control over. Every time it rains, it gets tears into 
my eyes and I still miss my dear friend. I know she never 
wanted me to forget her and I know I never will.

Fathima. Z - 2nd year student from the College 
of Business Administration, Ajman University.

����

��



Within days of joining the College of Dentistry, I was 
chosen for the UAE National Karate team. Life became 
more complex for me. My responsibilities increased 
because I was holding my country’s �ag in global 
competitions. Karate isn’t a very popular game in the 
UAE. It was not that easy to set the balance because I 
had to clear 21 credit hours every semester to �nish my 
dentistry degree besides my training schedule. I am 
also the President of the Ajman University Student 
Council, which means I have extra work to handle apart 
from my studies. On most days, I must wake up at 5am 
just to have enough time to do everything that I need to 
do. 

The tournaments in which I represent UAE are held 
during midterms and �nal exams. A couple of times, I 
have had to participate in tournaments, which were just 
three days before my �nal exams and even in another 
country. I was pressing myself to study before going for 
the tournaments. I had, sometimes to study on the 
plane, or at any available time during my journey 
abroad.

One day, I returned home at 3 am from one tournament 
and had to sit for a �nal exam at 8 am. Yet, I have 
managed to be on the Dean’s list and I was honored at 
the 2018 AU Honors Ceremony for my distinct 
academic performance. In my view, life can’t be 
summarized into one paragraph.

There will be moments you fail and succeed in life. But,  
there is no sweet taste of success without the bitterness 
of failure. Never let failure stop you.

This is how I set the balance

Three Ingredients
of Success
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No matter how many times life beats you down, keep 
getting up and keep going on. A man once told me: 
“life is like a road with plenty of speed bumps. Every 
time you come across one, reduce your pace but keep 
moving. Even if you cross a thousand speed bumps in 
life, if you don’t rush, you will never fail in life.” 

There are three things that have helped me to succeed 
in whatever I have tried to do till date. They are time 
management, working hard and taking every 
responsibility seriously. These things are vital for 
success in every aspect of life. I believe a person can 
succeed in many different things like academics, sports 
and personal life. Every person has a responsibility 
towards his country, his family and himself. Only when 
you take them seriously, you will know how to manage 
perfectly. Everyone has 24 hours  a day.

Even a single minute should not be wasted. I lead my life 
based on this concept. Whatever I would do in a day, I 
would give it my undivided attention; be it my studies, 
karate training or family time. Phones are a very big 
distraction for our generation. I have put a limit on using 
my phone and opened the limits of my capabilities. 
Education is a must for every student. Every family puts 
in so much effort and money into our education and we 
must not waste this opportunity. We must give the best 
of ourselves in everything we do.

Hammad Suhail Alghfeli, is a member of the UAE 
national Karate team and has represented UAE in 
international karate tournaments like the Asian and 
West Asian tournaments. He is also the President of the 
AU Student Council. He is a 3rd year Dentistry student 
at Ajman University. 

Written by
Maryam Dauda Sani
Nuzhat Tabassum
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The main idea of the game is to simulate a real-life 
experience for the players with the use of virtual 
environments and arti�cial intelligence. An intelligent 
Non-Player Character (NPC) will be fully autonomous by its 
own inborn reasoner based on life goals and beliefs. Each 
NPC has to eat, sleep and work so that it can survive and 
attain the set goal, just like real life. 

Their philosophy of about the future evolves around the 
term “Seeing is Believing”, that the more vividly we peer 
into the future, the more con�dent we will be in making the 
decisions necessary to achieve the aspired. They believe 
in people and exist to help them realize a potential beyond 
their imagination.
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This company specializes in creating Arti�cial Intelligence 
systems that can adapt to different situations and can act 
autonomously without human assistance. This could 
mean that the world could have actual robots roaming its 
land, with their own set of minds and conscience that 
would allow them to make their own decisions. Could this 
be a blessing or a curse? Well in my humble opinion, I think 
we’ve all watched enough movies about robot invasions to 
realize that this could easily turn into the worst idea ever, 
but who am I to decide?

Now you may wonder, how would any of this help us in 
creating our picture-perfect future? Well, this company 
has �ve main products of its own; one of them being 
Futurable, a simulation game that lets a player travel to 
future life in an AI-simulated environment where every 
character is powered by fully autonomous AI. 

Written by
Yara Dakkak
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There are many companies and training canters 
offering this type of program. The Leadership 
Development Program offers a lot of useful contents 
such as: how to manage projects, effective 
communication skills, management and leadership 
difference, how to prepare management plans, and 
self-restraint under pressure. 

As such, one can run his own projects and be up for 
working in the community. Young people must strive to 
develop themselves to reach their goals and succeed. 
They have to feel proud in the future and be effective 
members in their community. This is all about the 
Leadership Program. 

There are parties and people who support these 
development programs, led by His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President 
and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai and 
the Ministry of Human Resources and Emiratization. 
There is also H.H Dr Majid bin Saeed Al Nuaimi, 
Chairman of His Highness the Ruler of Ajman, 
Chairman of Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Humaid Program for 
the Preparation of Leaders. Ajman University has 
remarkably supported this infrequent program. 

It  provided training courses for students. It consisted of 
an array of successive stages; the �rst focuses on the 
basics of leadership and how to develop the qualities of 
the leader in anyone, while the second shows how to 
manage projects and management planning. 

These are our leaders who want the best for their 
children and this is our university which spares no 
effort to develop its students wishing them the most 
bright future. Having reviewed the feedback of 
participating students, we found that many of them 
have started planning their future and projects by 
virtue of this program. 

I have participated in all stages of this program, and 
learned that it is time to serve my country and 
community. I would advise young people to avail 
these courses, and give more time for voluntary 
work and reading so that they can better build 
themselves a life full of happiness and achieve-
ments. The science of light and treasure is inexhaust-
ible. Keep learning and developing.

As His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the 
UAE and Ruler of Dubai said: “There is no place for 
the word ‘impossible’ in my dictionary of leadership, 
no matter how big the dif�culties are; faith and �rm 
will can overcome them. We are in a country that 
accepts only the �rst place, so they follow the path 
to progress and prosperity. 

Leadership
Program

Written by
Ahmad Al Quadri
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This experience, the new friends I have made regardless of our age or majors, I can’t 
describe how grateful I ‘m to be part of the AU Peer leaders team. It is the missing puzzle 
that completes the journey of my university life. I hope that my humble words would 
inspire you to take a  step forward by the AU peer leaders. We would be extremely happy 
to assist you. 

Peer Leaders

Written by
Bilal Maher Abu-Shwareb
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Sports activities play  a vital role in developing physical 
�tness and providing positive health outcomes. Ajman 
University has secured indoor and outdoor sports 
facilities. The multi-purpose sports complex with two 
separate �tness rooms for women and men is 
equipped  with the latest sports equipment, swimming 
pool and gymnasium with various sports, cultural and 
social activities.

Internal and External Participation:
University teams participate in all sports activities at 
national and of�cial tournaments organized by the 
Higher Education Sports Federation, in addition to 
those organized by other universities. 

AU Eagles represents Ajman University at national 
sports competitions. This year, the AU Eagles have 
achieved nine accomplishments, including three 
achievements by the female sports teams, and six for 
male sports teams. Ajman University hosted several 
major events this year, including the President's Open 
Chess Cup and the Flame of Hope.

The Unit of Athletics organizes a wide variety of sports 
activities, such as UAE national sports day, sports day 
for staff, inter-colleges competitions, leave alone 
various sports and health awareness workshops.   The 
Unit of Athletics strives to provide high quality sports 
services, and raise the level of AU community health 
and �tness. Do not hesitate to experience our sport 
activities and facilities, or show your support to our AU 
Eagles.

Sports Activities

Written by
Meera Abbad
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Joining the Student Council has changed many things 
about my personality and taught me more than I aimed 
for. The experience you get once you handle the 
situation from A to Z is the best, as you learn to work 
under pressure, be multitasking. You are enlightened 
by others, and that the most important thing as it takes 
a wise man to learn from his mistakes and from others.

Being a team player is a game changer. It will shift your 
team to a new level of success and enrichment. 
Teamwork always makes dream work.

Of course, one of the essential factors of success is to 
enjoy what you are doing. In fact, I, not only enjoyed 
working as a member of the AU Student Council, but I 
was also entertained. New friends of common interests 
support you, while the smile  on their faces after making 
a new progress or success is priceless.

It is my extreme honor to share with you this special 
experience. Together, we can help our university 
reach its sky-high limit. We can also progress, build 
a better future for our colleagues and be the 
change in the aspired university.

Student
Council

Written by
Bilal Maher Abu-Shwareb
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Making our students active is the main goal of Ajman 
University. There is an orientation event in the 
beginning of every year to welcome new students and 
introduce them to their peers. New students are 
briefed on everything that might need to know.

 We like to keep our students participating in all 
activities such as the ‘International Message’ function 
where the students talk in their own foreign language 
and give a message to their parents on social media.  As 
a campaign supervisor, I will assign the students to 
decorate the campus as their second home.

University
Campus

Written by
Meera Abbad
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